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SPARKLING LIKE AN EMERALD
Seattle shines bright for holidays F11

TRAVEL
VANCOUVER SUN

PORTS
& BOWS
Delve into Cuban
culture F10
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SECTION F

INDIA
THE EASY WAY
Revel in the beauty when you have
the luxury of skipping lineups, buses

JA N E M U N DY

As Mrs. Moore and Adela Quested discovered in E.M. Forster’s A
Passage to India, it’s not for the
faint-hearted or the timid.
Most everyone who has been
to India has a love-hate relationship; love the country, hate getting
around in it.
I set off to discover what it would
be like to skip the line, and for the
most part the buses, with a group
tour of the “Highlights of India”
compliments of the Micato tour
company.
This kind of trip is for people
who only have a few weeks to see
India’s top destinations, want impeccable service in swanky digs —
namely the Oberoi Hotels — and,
of course, aren’t on a budget.
Mrs. Moore would have undoubtedly signed on for this trip.
It starts at the Delhi airport. I
meet my guide Raj, who whisks
me past the long visa lineup to his
“person” and before I get to the
carousel, faster than my thoughts,
a porter appears carrying my suitcase.
I am escorted to an air-conditioned minivan with sandalwoodscented cool towels. Fellow Air
Canada passengers likely wonder
if I’m a criminal or VIP — the latter is how I’m treated for the next
two weeks.
You don’t experience the real
India this way — you bypass the
noise, the dirt, the poverty, and
skip the overladen buses and
trains. What you do experience
is the beauty.
This tour includes the cities
Delhi, Agra and Jaipur because of
their cultural splendour. We also
tagged on Chandigarh. Looking at
the map, it covers a lot of ground.
But part of the Micato package includes flying from city to city, and
we never spent more than a few
hours on the road at once.
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From the palace balcony at Amber Fort, visitors can view elephants carrying passengers up the hill.
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